2010-2011 Peer Facilitation Syllabus

Course Description: 

The peer facilitation elective course provides you with the opportunity to learn about disabilities, diversity, and acceptance. You will support students with disabilities in their classes and assist them to succeed by helping them complete class assignments and participate in class. You will receive assistance from the special education staff. It is very important to ask questions and give us feedback to ensure a successful experience for you and the student(s) you will support. You are required to check in daily with the special education teacher who will provide you with the necessary materials and information.


Grades:
	
	Peer facilitator grades are based on:

1. Daily attendance (consistency is very important)
*More than one ISS will greatly affect your grade, and you will possibly be withdrawn from the class!
2. Positive interaction skills with students and school staff
3. Positive “on-the-job” work habits including: following directions, showing initiative, accepting responsibility, and communicating your ideas, questions, and needs
4. Active participation with students
5. Adapting assignments to meet individual student learning needs
6. Completion of assignments during each semester
7. Completion of  End of the Semester Assignment
8. Completion of a Final Exam
9. If you receive a final grade of 80 or below, you will not be allowed to take peer facilitation in the future. 


Classroom Rules:

	You are expected to treat everyone with respect and follow all school rules. If you are assisting a student in another teacher’s classroom, then that teacher’s rules will apply. 




Peer Facilitator DO’s and DON’T's

A quick list to help everyone be the most supportive

Do’s

DO encourage all students to interact with the students with disabilities. Just because there are PFs there doesn’t mean that ONLY the PFs can interact with the students with disabilities.

DO coach, encourage, supervise, and discipline the PF and the student with a disability when needed. We expect them to follow the same rules as everyone else in the class. They are a part of your class, even if they are not on your roster.

Don’t’s

DON’T use Peer Facilitation as a free period. Peer Facilitation is a real class with real expectations. 

Here is what a PF should be doing in class:
The PFs should be with the CBI students-not off talking to their own friends or otherwise ignoring the students with disabilities. If they have friends in the class, they should be including the CBI students in those interactions!!!!
The PFs should be active participants. If the class is playing volleyball, then the PFs and the CBI students should be playing too (with the group). The CBI students and PFs should not be off on their own or doing something else. 


Thanks for all of the support we have gotten from you and please let us know if you need anything at all!















Peer Facilitator Semester Assignments

Grades are based on points. You can earn up to 1000 points. The following are the assignments that need to be completed during this semester:

1. Research a Disability Assignment (100 points)

a. Below is the information that must be included in your assignment:
i. What is the disability? Include a detailed description.
ii. What are the defining characteristics of the disability?
iii. How does the disability affect the individual’s education and ability to learn?
iv. What are some strategies you would use to adapt or modify an assignment/task to enable a person with this particular disability to be more successful?
b. DUE DATE: Friday, September 24, 2010	

2. Recording Data Project (5 points per week; 90 points total)
a. You will be assigned to a specific student(s). You will learn how to teach and practice goals and objectives, as well as take data on goals and objectives. 
b. At the end of each grading period (every 6 weeks), you will learn how to average the data in order to document the student’s progress. (20 points per 6 weeks; 60 points total)
c. Finally, you will write a short synopsis about how the student is progressing on his/her goals and objectives.

3. End of the Semester Portfolio Assignment – Due on the day of your final exam (250 points)

a. Portfolio Assignment-As a PF, you will be assigned to support one or several students. The portfolio is a collection of items that will show what the student(s) you are assigned to have learned or accomplished in the class you are in together. 
b. These items should include the following:
i. A brief description of the student’s disability
ii. Work samples such as written assignments, completed tests, class projects, positive remarks from teachers or other students
iii. Pictures of you working with the students on the given task
iv. Data and progress reports to support your observation of student progress
v. A brief paragraph about how the student overcame his/her disability in order to progress with the goals and objectives that were presented.
vi. Conclude with a paragraph about anything that you might do differently next time. If you can’t think of anything you would change, state why the current process works so well.

	

4. Final Exam (100 points)

a. This exam will consist of short essays based on personal experiences and application of teaching methods, behavior management methods, and modification/adaptation strategies used during the semester.

5. Participation/Attendance (400 points)

a. As a PF, you are a role model. These students look up to you, and you are expected to present yourself in a positive light every day. If you have excessive unexcused absences, your grade will be affected. Your teacher should know in advance if you know you will be absent. You are a peer facilitator. That means you are here to help. If you are not present in the classroom, you are not fulfilling your duties as a PF. 



---------------------------------------CUT HERE---------------------------------------

My signature below indicates that I have read the Peer Facilitation syllabus, and I am aware of the assignments and expectations. 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________

Student Signature: ________________________________________________________

Parent Signature: _________________________________________________________



