Ninth Grade Honors Literature and Composition Syllabus
Centennial High School

2011-2012
Contact Information:

Teacher: Marilyn Curtis

E-mail- curtism@fultonschools.org
Office Hours:  M - F 730AM – 810AM and 4PM-5PM

Phone and office location: 770 650-9230 X177, Room E06 
Note:  I answer e-mails within 24 hours of receipt.  Between your schedule and mine, it is frequently the best way to communicate.  Whether you wish to meet with me personally or want me to call you, always indicate the best time to reach you, and what phone or e-mail address to use to reach you.

Course Description:

See below for a list of the units and the Georgia Performance Standards covered in English Language Arts for freshmen students in the fall and spring semesters.  A description of each standard can be found on page 4 of this syllabus. 
Textbooks:

Prentice Hall Gold Level; Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes ($65.00)
 Prentice Hall Gold Level; Writing and Grammar ($50.00)
George Orwell; 1984  ($12.00)

William Shakespeare; A Midsummer Night’s Dream ($12.00)

Recommended Supplementary Texts:

The CHS English department encourages the use of the following style manual:

Modern English Language (MLA) Handbook

Students will use this guide frequently over the next eight years in high school and college.  Having their own copies allows them to annotate and refer to them on a regular basis.  There are a limited number available through the media center.  You can also download a copy at the Purdue University English department website, OWL, at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
Fall Semester – Units of Study

Each unit is followed by Georgia Professional Standards (GPS) in English and Language Arts (ELA) covered in that unit.  
Alterations to the course of study and time frames may occur at any time at the discretion of the instructor.
The Novel:  Animal Farm, and 1984 by George Orwell
Students will read both of Orwell’s famous dystopian novels (Animal Farm and 1984) before the end of first semester.  Both novels are set in imagined societies where individual rights have been diminished.  Animal Farm is required summer reading, and 1984 will be covered in 3-4 weeks during the fall semester. 
ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4, ELA9LSV1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, 3
Grammar:  Every Wednesday through the fall semester, students will cover grammar and writing conventions, beginning with ‘the word,’ when we will study Greek and Latin roots and affixes that are part of our language today.  We’ll continue with ‘the sentence’ (subject, simple predicate and all attachments, plus review of parts or speech), until mastering ‘the perfect paragraph.’ The paragraph will evolve into research papers which they will complete during the fall and spring semesters, and which will require use of MLA standards.   Punctuation will be reviewed.  ELA9C1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, ELA9LSV1

 The Voices of Non-Fiction:  Students will examine categories of non-fiction, including essay, memoir, literary journalism, biography, autobiography, historical writing, and topical humor. ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4, ELA9LSV1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, 3
Short Fiction: Drawing from our Prentice-Hall Literature text and additional short stories by famous authors, we will read twenty selections covering many cultures and philosophies.  The emphasis will be on theme, character, plot, setting, and conflict. ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4, ELA9LSV1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, 3

Poetry: We’ll look at both the mechanics of poetry, and its meaning, drawing on a wide selection of canonical and modern poetry. ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4, ELA9LSV1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, 3  (This unit may bridge into  semester two).

SPRING
Research:  Students will research all aspects of a career that interests them and organize the data into a comprehensive paper formatted by using MLA standards.  This unit will take the place of the weekly Grammar Day slot (Wednesday), and will include 2-4 scheduled visits to the media center and the English computer lab.  Students MUST have a signed computer/internet form to use the computer for this unit.  ELA9W3, ELA9C1, 2, ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4
Epic Poetry --The Odyssey by Homer, translation by Robt. Fitzgerald

In this unit, we combine information from prior sources (Hamilton’s Mythology, and The Lightning Thief) and look for the traits of an epic hero, and the hallmarks of the quest. Students present a report providing details about a god or goddess, accompanied by a written piece or a drawing.  Students will also read and explain an assigned piece from “The Odyssey” in class. 
ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4, ELA9LSV1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, 3, LSV2

  Drama – Romeo and Juliet – Probably the most recognized love story in the western canon, written by one of the most celebrated writers, William Shakespeare, will introduce students to the world of classical drama. ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4, ELA9LSV1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, 3

Comedy – A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Following their look at Shakespeare’s serious side, students read this light-hearted tale of fantasy, and wishes gone awry.  This should bring our year to a happy ending. ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4, ELA9LSV1, 2, ELA9W1, 2, 3
High School Testing Dates – 
October 12, 2011: Practice Scholastic Achievement Test (PSAT)

December 12-15, 2011: Fall Semester Final Exams 
April 30-May 4, 2012 EOCT
May 14-18, 2012 Spring Semester Final Exams
Assessment

Each student will be assessed on the quality of execution of the Georgia Performance Standards for the course.  Most assessments events are accompanied by rubrics.  Final grades will be based on the following percentages:

· Unit tests:  25%
· Projects:  25%

· Presentations, quizzes 15%

· Class Work (includes Participation) , Homework:  20%
· Final Exam: 15%

Percentage grades are valued according to the Fulton County grading scale as follows;

· 90-100 = A

· 80 – 89 = B

· 70 – 79 = C

· 00 – 60 = F

Recovery Policy:
Students are responsible for initiating a recovery plan.  This remediation is available ONLY to students who have no ‘0’ grades for homework or daily work, and who have never reached step 4 behavior intervention.  (See Behavior in Student Guide for more information).

CHS English Department Plagiarism Statement:

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to, using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation; using the work of another student (in which case, BOTH students are penalized), using excessive editing suggestions from another student, parent, or paid author.  Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.

Make-up Work:

Make-up work after excused absences must be submitted within three days of absence for full credit. Homework and class work assignments can be found online at http://chshub.com.   Students will find worksheets and handouts in their files after absences, but must come in before or after school for information regarding assignments, rather than take class time to do so.

Late Work:

Late homework receives a grade reduced by 10% for each day late.  I offer a total of 20 extra-credit points per grading period which may be applied to the category of Homework/Daily Grades.  This allows students a small cushion against the unexpected.  Major papers and assignments will be accepted at a loss of 10% of total earned grade for each late day after the original due date.  Accordingly, assignments over three days late will receive a failing grade—though received papers will receive points. (Some points are always better than no points). 

Students in honors courses must maintain a grade of 83% BEFORE the addition of honors points to remain in honors level classes in the fall of 2012.  The grade received on grade reports includes seven (7) honors points that must be subtracted to determine eligibility in future honors classes.
Behavior:

· Students are expected to be in class on time, to bring materials needed for class, and to show respect to the teacher and other students.  No food, drinks, or gum is allowed in the classroom.  All violations of class rules, including tardiness, will result in the following consequences: 
·  First offense—verbal warning, possibly private detention
· Second offense – private detention

· Third offense – parental notice

· Fourth offense – administrative referral
Participation:

Positive participation includes:

· Contributing relevant and thoughtful comments to class discussion

· Allowing other students to contribute without interruption or ridicule
· Working independently and diligently on assignments

· Arriving to class on time and prepared (book, writing utensil, paper)

· Refraining from sidebar conversations during lessons and discussions

Expectations:

Honors level courses are a privilege, not a requirement.  I expect that a student who voluntarily accepts the challenge of an honors level course enjoys reading and discussing a wide range of literature in a mature manner.  

Student Grade Requests:

Students desiring a look at their grades during any grading period may submit a written request for an appointment with me before or after school, or during lunch.  I am unable to grant grade or homework discussion time during class.  
Required materials:

Black or navy-blue ink pens

#2 pencil
highlighter
Three-ring binder with at least six dividers and inside pocket(s)
Post-it notes for making notations in text
Parent Information 
Attached you will find an information sheet that must be filled out and signed by August 30, 2010.  This information is STRICTLY confidential and should allow me to reach either parent/guardian.  Your signatures indicate that you have read this syllabus, and understand it.  If you have any questions or concerns, please indicate by adding a request for a call or an e-mail from me.  
Please keep this document and refer to it when necessary.  Many questions regarding grades, homework, make-up work and expectations of student classroom behavior can be answered here.

Explanation of Georgia Performance Standards for English and Language Arts

In 2004 the Georgia Department of Education adopted new Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) for grades 9-12.  Consistent with state curriculum guidelines, the Fulton County Schools English language arts curriculum implementation aligns with those standards.  The content standards are clustered by strands:  Reading and Literature (RL), Reading Across the Curriculum (RC), Conventions (C), Writing (W), and Listening/Speaking/Viewing (LSV).  The standards are expressed as shown in this illustration:

ELA9RL1 = English Language Arts, grade 9, Reading and Literature, standard 1.  You can view the standards in their entirety by going to the Fulton County website,  www.georgiastandards.org.  These strands are followed in order to prepare your student for the Georgia State EOCT (End of Course Test).  The following is a list of each of the strands.    

Reading and Literature

Focusing on the study of literary genres, students develop an understanding of the way the form of a work of literature affects the meaning of that work.  Students will read, interpret, and analyze informational material such as memoirs, biographies, autobiographies, and editorial comment.  They will analyze themes and structure in fiction, including short stories, novels, drama and contemporary canonical poems.  Through reading, the students will gain acquire new vocabulary specific to the study of literature and apply that knowledge in their writing.  (ELA9RL1, 2, 3, 4, 5)

Reading Across the Curriculum

To encourage students to become life-long readers, the curriculum includes standards that address both academic and personal reading habits.  Students will read approximately one million words per year from a   variety of subject disciplines including language arts.  In the English language arts classroom, students will learn the vocabulary of literature, writing and listening, speaking and viewing. (ELA9RC1, 2, 3, 4)

Writing

Technical writing is the focus for ninth grade; however, students will continue to produce narrative, informational, and persuasive writings.  Students will practice timed writings and continue to use the states of the writing process to develop compositions and writings that demonstrate an understanding of tone, point of view, style, organization, author’s purpose, and audience. Students will use research and technology to support reading and writing. (ELA9W1, 2, 3, 4)

Conventions

Students will increase their knowledge of the conventions of language in reading, writing, and speaking.  They will demonstrate their control of the rules of English grammar, focusing on clauses, punctuation, sentence construction, and usage.  They will also apply their knowledge of the conventions of format when producing technical writing, workplace writing, and research-based papers. (ELA9C1, 2)
Listening/Speaking/Viewing

Students will continue to develop their critical listening skills.   Through presentations and interactions with the teacher and other students, they will apply effective speaking techniques in small and large group settings.  The viewing standards will enable students to develop media literacy skills through the careful examination of contemporary texts including television, radio, film productions, and electronic media.

(ELA9LSV1, 2)

Note from Ms. Curtis

As you can see, we have a lot of ground to cover in this first year of high school.  I love reading and discussing literature, and think your students and I are lucky to be in an educational setting as conducive to learning as we have here at Centennial High School.  All that is needed for success is your student’s interest and willing participation.

 I hope to meet you in the near future at the Annual Open House hosted by the PTSA on Tuesday, Sept 13, 2011. The PTSA meeting begins at 6:15P.M, followed by the tour of your student’s schedule at 7:00 P.M. 
After reading and discussing this document with your parents/student, please print page 5 and return to Ms. Curtis by Friday, August 19, 2011.
Centennial High School
9310 Scott Road
Roswell, Georgia 30076

770 650-4230
Monday, August 15, 2011
Dear Parents of Freshman,


In order to conserve materials, I’m sending this cover letter to explain how you may access a copy of the syllabus for all of my English classes.  


All pages of my syllabus are located at http://www.chshub.com/syllabi.asp.  When you get into the Centennial website choose “Language Arts” (department), then choose either 9th H (Honors) or 9th Literature and Composition next to my name (M. Curtis).    This should get you to my syllabus.


Read the syllabus with your student.  Print the last page (or use the copy on the back of this letter), sign, have your student sign, and have him/her bring  it to me no later than Friday, August 19.  


Wednesday I’ll be going over classroom rules and we’ll discuss their expectations and mine for the year ahead.  Thursday the students will take a Grammar Diagnostic test designed to give me an idea of how much about grammar they remember from last year.  By Friday, we should be able to begin discussions about Animal Farm.  


I look forward to meeting each one of you at the Freshman Parent Night hosted by the PTSA on September 13, 2011, at 7PM.   
Sincerely,

Marilyn Curtis
TAG/Language Arts

Centennial High School
curtism@fultonschools.org

770 650-4230 X177
Student and Parent Agreement Page—English
Please return this page from the syllabus by Friday, August 19, 2011
Fill in all requested information with the most current available.  This information will be held in strictest confidence.
Name of Student (print):____________________________________________________

Name of Student’s Parent(s) or Guardian(s) (print)
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Current E-mail address(es) for Parent(s):

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number(s) of Parent(s) or Guardian(s): (Please indicate if number is cell, home, or work number)


Number




        Cell, home, work
1st contact:____________________________________________/_____________
2nd contact:___________________________________________/______________

Best time to reach the number(s) listed?___________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Your signatures below indicate that you have read this syllabus and understand its content.  
Student signature:________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian signature:__________________________________________________

Questions?  Comments?  Concerns?  Please indicate below if you desire a response from me, and whether you wish for me to call or e-mail you with an answer.
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
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