Earth Systems Syllabus Fall 2011

Textbook:  .		Earth Science, Prentice Hall, 2008 ($70.97)

Teacher Contacts:  Mr. Harhay – Harhay@fultonschools.org room I-46   
		       
			
Class Description:  . Earth Systems Science is designed to continue student investigations that began in K-8 Earth Science and Life Science curricula and investigate the connections among Earth’s systems through Earth history. These systems – the atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere – interact through time to produce the Earth’s landscapes, ecology, and resources. This course develops the explanations of phenomena fundamental to the sciences of geology and physical geography, including the early history of the Earth, plate tectonics, landform evolution, the Earth’s geologic record, weather and climate, and the history of life on Earth. Instruction should focus on inquiry and development of scientific explanations, rather than mere descriptions of phenomena. Case studies, laboratory exercises, maps, and data analysis should be integrated into units. Special attention should be paid to topics of current interest (e.g., recent earthquakes, tsunamis, global warming, price of resources) and to potential careers in the geosciences.

Major Concepts/Skills: 					Concepts/Skills to Maintain: 
Earth origin, composition, and structure 				Characteristics of Science 
Plate tectonics and the rock cycle 				Records investigations clearly and accurately 
Landscape evolution 						Uses scientific tools 
Geologic hazards 						Interprets graphs, tables, and charts 
Sedimentary environments 					Writes clearly 
Geologic time and correlation 					Uses proper units 
Earth and life history 						Organizes data into graphs, tables, and charts 
Life-environment relationships 					Analyzes scientific data via calculations and 
Hydrologic cycle inference 					Uses safety techniques
Insolation and global heat distribution 				Uses models 
Weather and climate 						Asks quality questions 
Matter/energy cycles 						Uses technology 
Mineral and fossil fuel resources 				Recognizes the importance of explaining data with
precision and accuracy
Course Overview
	Unit
	Chapter**
	Weeks
	Georgia Performance Standards

	Characteristics of Science
	
	All year
	SCSh1-9

	Mapping and Earth Landforms
	5, 6, 7, 11, 
	3
	SES3

	Heat and energy cycles 
	
	2
	SES5

	weather
	17, 18, 19, 20
	5
	SES5

	Climate and Climate change
	21, 11a
	5
	SES1, SES2

	The water cycle 
	6
	2
	SES1e




Grading – Grading will be done on a total points scale.   Students will not be provided with their average for the course at any time during the semester.  Students may calculate their own average using the grade-sheet provided for them.  Graded assignments will include, but are not limited to, tests, quizzes, labs, and homework.  Late work is penalized at 10% per day.  No extra credit work will be allowed in lieu of graded assignments.  Bonus problems may be assigned on graded assignments as deemed appropriate.

Grading Scale
	A:  90 – 100     B:  80 - 89     C:  70 – 79     F:  0 – 69

GHSGT  This course meets all the objectives for the Georgia High School Graduation Test


Required Materials  

· A calculator is required
· Students must bring a writing utensil to class every day  

Notebook – Students must provide a three ring binder to organize all of the course handouts.  The notebook will graded in the form of unannounced notebook quizzes.  If a student does not have their notebook the day of the quiz, he/she will receive a zero for that quiz.  You must bring the binder to class every day.

Homework –   Homework is graded as either a check or zero.  If the assignment has been completed (or all requirements attempted), a student receives a check for the homework.  If the assignment has not been completed, the student receives a zero.  The percentage grade for homework is equal to the percentage of homework completed.  The assignment must be presented at the time it is checked by the teacher.  There will be no provisions for extended time to complete or find an assignment in order to receive a check.

Provision for Improving Grades (Recovery)
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.
Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.  Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Make-Up Policy – Work missed due to excused absences will not be counted as late.  Students must present an excused note in order for any makeup work to be graded.  It is a student’s responsibility to know what work they missed and to make arrangements for make-up.

Homework/projects/labs:  For pre-announced assignments, the work must be turned in upon
                the student’s  return to class.  

Quizzes:  	 Quizzes will be made up during class or at a prearranged time (lunch, or before/after school)
 All quizzes are made up upon the students’ first day back in class.. 
 Quizzes that are not made up before the test covering that unit will be replaced with the grade 
 received on the test for that unit.  

Tests:    Tests are always pre-announced long in advance and therefore are expected to be
taken in class the day a student returns to school. Special arrangements can be made for special
circumstances.

Passes – Each student will be issued 6 hall passes for the semester.  If a student needs to leave class for any reason, he/she must present one of the hall passes with the date, time, and destination completed.    

Academic Honesty - Any act of plagiarism will result in a zero on the assignment and a referral for academic dishonesty.

Plagiarism - Submission for academic advancement the words, ideas, opinions or theories of another that are not common knowledge, without appropriate attribution to that other person. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, the following acts when performed without appropriate attribution: 
i. Directly quoting all or part of another person's written or spoken words without quotation marks, as appropriate to the discipline; 
ii. Paraphrasing all or part of another person's written or spoken words without notes or documentation within the body of the work; 
iii. Presenting an idea, theory or formula originated by another person as the original work of the person submitting that work; 
iv. Repeating information, such as statistics or demographics, which is not common knowledge and which was originally compiled by another person; 
v. Purchasing (or receiving in any other manner) a term paper or other assignment that is the work of another person and submitting that term paper or other assignment as the student's own work.


Classroom Behavior Rules
Classroom rules are clearly posted along with the consequences for not abiding by these rules.  General classroom rules and regulations are listed below.  Laboratory rules and safety procedures will be discussed before and during every lab.

General Rules: 
     
     1.   Work quietly and do not be a significant distraction to others.
     2.   Be respectful to everyone in the room.  When someone is addressing the class, listen quietly.
     3.    Sit in your assigned seat the whole period until dismissed.  
     4.    Raise your hand and wait to be called on.  I will not answer everyone’s questions.
     5.   Bring ALL required materials to class everyday.  Be in your seat by the end of the tardy bell. Follow  
      directions first time given.
6.   Phones, Ipods, Ipads, laptops or other electronic devices are not permitted.   And, keep your hands out
      of your pockets.  No purses are allowed on your desk.
     7.  You get 6 hall passes every Semester.  If you choose not to use your restroom passes you will 
      receive 1 bonus point per unused pass on your Final Exam 
8.   Keep your work area neat and tidy. 
9.  Obey all rules, regulations and procedures of Centennial H.S. (student handbook) and the Fulton  
     County School System.
     
Consequences:
1. Warning 
2.  Private Detention after school for 45 minutes After school only
3. Private detention after school for 45 minutes   After school only
4. Discipline Write-Up and parent conference.

** If you skip a detention you may be required to serve two detentions

Tardies
You are considered tardy if you are not in your seat when the bell rings and the door is closed.  

Skipping 	If you are not in class within five minutes of the bell you are considered skipping.


Laboratory
No horseplay allowed in lab!  The instructor reserves the right to remove any student that is a safety hazard from the lab.  A student will receive a zero on the day’s lab.  The student will have one opportunity to make up this lab zero by coming after school on an agreed upon date.  No student may participate in lab without passing a lab safety quiz and turning in a safety contract signed by the student and their parent or guardian.  If a student is not allowed to participate in a lab for this reason, he/she will receive a zero for that lab.


MR. HARHAY’S EXPECTATIONS

1. STUDENTS SHOULD ALWAYS TRY AND DO THEIR BEST!
a. I expect students to always strive to improve and to NEVER give up.
b. I expect students to try their best to find solutions to problems on their own before asking the teacher.
c. I expect the students to use their mind first and their mouth second.
d. I expect students to actively engage in class discussions.

2. STUDENTS SHOULD BE PREPARED EACH AND EVERY DAY!
a. I expect students to walk into class with a pencil, calculator and book.
b. I expect students to complete all assignments and turn them in.
c. I expect students who were absent to pick up missed assignments.

3. STUDENTS SHOULD RESPECT THEIR TEACHERS, GUESTS, AND CLASSMATES.
a. Treat others and other’s things as you would want yourself
 	           and your things treated.
	       b.  Listen when another student addresses the class.

Extra Help
I have an open door policy. Let me know if you need help.

Extra Credit
Extra credit can be earned by:

1.  Bringing required materials (binder, pen/pencil/ calculator)
2.  Saving your six hall passes.  Points added to Final Exam


Contact Me  
e-mail          harhay@fulton.k12.ga.us   
Main office (ask for science department) 770 650-4230





























Remember, your first Earth Systems homework assignment is to:

Return the following form completed to Mr. Harhay


Due date:  ____________________

I, the undersigned, do hereby acknowledge that I have read and do understand the 
syllabus for Earth Systems, 2011-2012.  I agree to comply with the rules and regulations of Mr. Harhay’s class and lab.


Students printed name:  ____________________________________________


Students signature:  ________________________________________________


I, the parent/guardian of the student named above, do hereby acknowledge that I have read and discussed the syllabus for Earth Systems, 2011-2012 with my daughter/son.

Parent/guardian signature _____________________________________________ 


In order to keep you informed of your student’s progress or any issues that may arise
during the semester, please provide ALL of the following!!!

E-mail address (the best way to stay in touch on a daily basis if needed.) 

	#1 _____________________________________	#2 _______________________________


Work phone (s)  _____________________		___________________________________

Home phone    ______________________

Cell Phone(s)  ______________________		___________________________________












