ACTING II
Fall 2011
Location:  G 53 (Black Box)

Instructor:  Ms. Terrie Howard

Communication:  If you have any questions, please e-mail me at Howardt@fultonschools.org .  I check my e-mail daily.   If you need to set up a parent/teacher conference, please contact me to make an appointment.  
Textbook:  We will be using a variety of texts and other materials during the course of the year.  Students will not be issued a book for the year.  A class set of all materials will be available to the students in class.  IF there is a time where materials will need to be used overnight, the students will check them out and be held responsible for any lost items.  The replacement cost for textbooks is $75.00, scenes $2.00, play scripts $10.00. Other books will be the cost of the book plus shipping costs.  Student report cards will be held until all outstanding issues are resolved.
“Theatre arts develops practical lifetime skills”








Kim Alan Wheatley

Course Overview:  This course delves further into the techniques of acting through the introduction of particular schools of thought associated with the control of voice and movement for effective character development.  Using these techniques the student then explores the style of realism and examines the artists associated with that movement and their methods of instruction.  Through this framework the students begin to master specific period styles through research and implementation of the restrictions and demands found in a specific style.  The course culminates in a peer reviewed performance which offers the opportunities to audition, build, and critique theatre productions in the classroom setting.  The course is designed for any student wishing to hone their acting skills in an effort to broaden the range possibilities for performance.
This class will follow the state standards in Acting II which are:

Analyzing and constructing meaning from theatrical experiences, dramatic literature, and electronic media.

Developing scripts through improvisation and other theatrical methods.

Acting by developing, communicating, and sustaining roles within a variety of situations and environments.

Designing and executing artistic and technical elements of theatre.

Directing by conceptualizing, organizing, and conducting rehearsals for performance.

Researching cultural and historical information to support artistic choices.

Integrating various art forms, other content areas, and life experiences to create theatre.

Examining the roles of theatre as a reflection of past and present civilizations.

Exploring the business of theatre.

Critiquing various aspects of theatre and other media using appropriate supporting evidence.

Engaging actively and appropriately as an audience member in theatre or other media experiences.

Attendance:  This is a “hands on” class that requires daily participation by the student in order to comprehend and complete assignments.  The student’s absence will not only affect their own grade, but also their partner’s grade in any group work.  The CHS handbook clearly outlines the rules for excused and unexcused and absences.  Unexcused absences will result in an automatic 10% reduction of the participation grade for that work.

Tardy Policy:  Being on time to class is as important as being present for class.  Having a limited time to rehearse and present, it is imperative that everyone is ready as soon as the bell rings.  If a student arrives late to class, a tardy slip must be obtained from the attendance office for admittance to class.  See the CHS handbook for multiple tardy discipline procedures.

Make-up Work:  It is the responsibility of the STUDENT to initiate make-up work. Do not ask during class about make-up work – inquire before or after school.  As stated in the CHS handbook, all make-up work must be completed within the prescribed time. If an absence is prearranged, the student will return to class prepared.  For any other absence, the student has the number of school days missed to make up the work (e.g., two days absent, gives the student two days to make up the work).  Any unexcused absence will automatically subtract 10% from the grade of the assignment.  

Classroom Expectations:  Students are to respect themselves, others and school property.  In order to do this, please adhere to the following expectations:

1. Arrive to class on time
2. Be prepared for class with notebook, assignments, writing utensil

3. Get rid of all food drinks and gum BEFORE you enter the classroom

4. Leave you i-pods, cell phones in your locker or purse

5. Do your own work

6. If it is not yours, don’t mess with it

Consequences for unacceptable behavior:

1. Verbal warning

2. Private detention

3. Phone call home

4. Referral to office

Note:  Severe offenses will be automatically referred to the appropriate administrator.

Grading:  The following areas will be used to calculate the student’s final grade for this class:


20% class participation in class activities

30% major projects -including but not limited to research project and one act

20% performances (includes all scene work performances)


15% quizzes


15% written final

The Fulton County School System grading scale is as follows:


A =
90-100


B =
80-89


C =
70-79


Failing is anything below a 69

Grade Recovery:  The grade recovery program is designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade AFTER  the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including the attendance requirement.  All recovery work must be completed 10 school days prior to the end of the semester.
Supplies:  Students will need a 3 ring binder with ruled white paper for class notes and handouts and should be brought to class each day.  You will also need a writing utensil each day.

I have read and understood the course outline and syllabus for Acting II. 

Student (Print name)                                                                                                                   date

Student signature

Student e-mail:___________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian (Print name)                                                                                                      date

Parent/Guardian Signature

Parent /Guardian e-mail___________________________________________________________________________(very important)_

Parent/Guardian best phone number(s) to get in touch with you._________________________________________________________________
Please print this page, sign and return it to Ms. Howard by Friday, August 19, 2011.
I am looking forward to this year
