United States History 
CHS Social Studies Department
Ms. Cheryl Jordan and Mr. Dan Smith
“Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved.”
-William Jennings Bryan, author

August 15, 2011
Dear Student, 
Welcome to United States History!  Today we will begin a journey in time.  We will lead you through this ‘Excellent Adventure’.  This year long course will cover the history of the United States from Native American arrival in the New World through the present day Obama administration. 
We will make stops in different times and places together.   We will meet and get to know about some of the people who have helped to make our nation what it is today.  Our time travels will begin with the earliest peoples who settled in the Americas and take us through colonization of the New Word by European peoples, the establishment of the United States as a nation, and the drafting of the Constitution.  Our journey will help us to understand the values that helped to forge a nation and the fundamental issues that have created turmoil and conflict in our society.  We will explore the resolution of crises and trace the transition from agrarian to industrial ways of life.  We will focus on people who challenged the status quo, and fought for change.  Throughout the journey, we will gain an understanding of multiple perspectives of the events that helped create the society we live in today.
During the second semester we will continue our journey into modern times, and see how several factors including interaction with other nations, warfare, and technology have resulted in the United States’ rise to superpower status.  We will find that the pace of change has continued to accelerate, and that the nation we live in today is vastly different than the nation occupied by people who lived before us.  We will question whether the revolutionary changes that have taken place are good or bad, and we will likely wonder what changes lay ahead of us. 
Like anything else, the energy you invest in your exploration will determine the quality of your experience.  We want to encourage you to give your very best effort to this adventure and have fun along the way.  It is the past that helps us to make sense of the present, and to choose our future.  Bon voyage!

“Life’s a journey, not a destination.”
-Aerosmith
Our Itinerary (Course Units)

	
Semester One
I.  Colonial Era			            			
II. Revolution to Constitution        			
III.  Creating a Nation                    			
	IV. A Divided Nation                  					
		A.  Manifest Destiny
		B.  Civil War
	V.  Expansion and Reform/ 
			Becoming a World Power	






Semester Two
VI. WWI/ Treaty of Versailles				
VII.  National Crisis					
		A.  Roaring 20s
		B.  Great Depression/New Deal
		C.  WWII	
VIII.  America as a World Power			
A. Cold War
B. Changes in National Politics since 1968
IX.	Recreating a National Social Identity		
X.   Recreating a National Political Identity



Our Travel Guide (Text Book)
*You will receive a copy of our text book, which you will leave at home and use as a resource to prepare for class and to study for tests.  If you bring your textbook to school, it must be covered!!!
The Americans, McDougal Littell, 2006 edition.
Please be aware that students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy that was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement ($65.00) will be assessed to any student who fails to turn in the book issued or turns in a damaged book.
Travel Guidelines (Course Requirements)
Since we will be traveling as a group, we must establish some guidelines to ensure that each of us has a successful journey.  As part of the group, you are expected to adhere to these guidelines. 

Attendance
· Be on time and in your seat, ready to work, when the bell rings.
· Tell me in advance when you are going to miss a class for music lessons, guidance appointments, etc.  It is your responsibility to turn in any assignments due and find out about what you missed.
· If you are absent, you are expected to make up assignments according to the CHS Make-Up Work policy (CHS Student Handbook).  Exchange phone numbers with a classmate so that you can find out about work you missed.  
*Any work missed due to illegal absence will result in a grade reduction.  Illegal absences also result in a phone call to your parents and disciplinary action

Timely Travel (Tardy Policy)
Instruction occurs from bell to bell.  If a student is not in class before the tardy bell rings, the student will be marked tardy.  This policy is designed to encourage prompt arrival to class in order to minimize disturbances that occur when students arrive late.  Tardiness to class will be tracked on a monthly basis, and accruing two or more tardy marks per month will result in detention.  Excessive tardiness to this class over the duration of the semester may also initiate an administrator’s response.  A class cut occurs when a student is absent from class for more than 10 minutes without having permission from their assigned teacher or authorization from the office to do so. 

Packing List (Supplies)
· Come prepared each day with the following materials:
*Pen, pencil, and highlighter	
*3-hole loose leaf notebook, for Social Studies only (make sections for Class Notes, Handouts, Homework, Tests & Quizzes, and Projects)	
*CHS agenda

Homework
· Homework assignments will be given regularly to prepare you for the next class.  Because homework allows you to participate and benefit fully from our classroom discussions and activities, homework submitted on time is eligible for full credit, homework submitted one day late will be eligible for half credit and no homework later than one day will be accepted, except in the case of legal absence from school. 

Projects
· Periodically you will be assigned a special project that will center on our current topic.  This is your chance to shine and to show your unique talents.

Quizzes and Tests
· Each semester, a minimum of two tests will be given.  These will be a combination of short answer
(multiple choice, true/false, etc.), authentic tasks, and essay questions.
· Quizzes will be given on a regular basis and will not always be announced.  The best way to prepare for quizzes is to do a thorough job on all assignments and review your notes nightly.

Participation
· It is expected that you will be an active participant in classroom discussions and activities.
· Show your respect for others by raising your hand when you wish to speak or ask a question.

If You Get Lost…(Extra Help)
· For you to be successful, you must ask for help should you feel lost along the way!
· Extra Help is given in H-56 before school most days.   Stop by if you have any questions or problems with an assignment, or if you wish to prepare for an upcoming quiz or test.
· Remember, the only “stupid” question is the one that is not asked!

Plagiarism/Cheating
Plagiarism is the use of another’s words and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1.)  Using words or ideas from a published source (print or internet) without proper documentation; 2.)  Using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3.) Using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.  Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the honor code.

Report Card Grades
· Your grade will be based upon tests, quizzes, homework assignments, projects, and classroom performance.  The grade you get is the one you earn.  I just keep the score.

Tests and Projects 		60%
Quizzes 				10%
Homework/Classwork		15%
Final Exam/EOCT		15%


Travel Tips (How to Succeed in US History)
*Have a positive attitude.				*Take excellent notes.
*Complete all homework and class work.			*Study for tests.
*Ask questions when you don’t understand.		*Avoid unacceptable behavior.
*Pay attention to the important stuff!			*Be prepared for surprises (quizzes).
*Turn in all projects on time.				*Come to extra help when you need it!
*Participate!  Do not be a spectator.  Raise your hand and have something to say!


CENTENNIAL HIGH SCHOOL RECOVERY GUIDELINES:
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.  Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.


“I get up every day knowing that I can learn or understand something better and that it is my job to do so.”
-Peter Jennings

								Happy Travels!
								Ms. Jordan and Mr. Smith




Notes:

Notes:

Student Name ________________________	______				Date______________
US History, per. ____							Contract

Student Section
I have read and understand the Course Requirements Sheet.

Student Signature				X____________________________________________

Parent or Guardian Section

My child has shown me the Course Requirements sheet for US History.  I have reviewed it and have discussed its provisions with my child.  I am aware that I may contact Ms. Jordan and/or Mr. Smith with questions at any time and that the best way to initiate contact is to e-mail Ms. Jordan at jordanc@fultonschools.org  and/or Mr. Smith at smithd2@fultonschools.org. 

Parent/Guardian’s Signature			X____________________________________________

So that Ms. Jordan or Mr. Smith may contact me/us regarding my/our child’s progress…


Parent/ Guardian’s Name ____________________________________________________________


My E-mail Address:

_________________________________________________________________________________


My Home Phone:			My Work Phone:			My Mobile Phone:

_______________			_______________			_______________	





Parent/ Guardian’s Name ____________________________________________________________


My E-mail Address:

_________________________________________________________________________________

My Home Phone:			My Work Phone:			My Mobile Phone:

_______________			_______________			_______________	

Student:  Return only this section to class no later than Friday, August 19.  Thank you!

