Introduction to Art Syllabus

John Riggins

Textbook:
Arttalk, (Reagans) Glencoe, 2005.  Additional handouts, instructions, assignments, and notes will be given to you through out the semester.  You must have a notebook or folder to keep up with these materials.
Units:  
This year the Introduction to Art class has changed and will follow three major units, 2D Design, 3D Design, and Drawing, all with a variety of different lessons in each unit.  A variety of projects will be explored using different art materials like: graphite pencil, tempera paint, acrylic paint, clay, etc.  We will work with the Elements and Principles of Design using art production, art history, art criticism, and aesthetics.  This is a pre-requisite course for all other Visual Art classes and must be passed before continuing studies in the visual arts.
Studio Fee:   Visual Art Students are required to pay a $10.00 studio fee.  This fee is used to supplement the local school budget.  By charging this fee, students are provided materials and supplies that would not be attainable without the fee.  This fee is due within the first week of school. Please make checks payable to CHS or Centennial High School.
Grading:  

Students will be given specific objectives and grading criteria for each assignment.  Students are expected to complete each assignment and turn it in on time.  Projects and assignments turned in late will receive a penalty of 10 points off the final grade per week until completion.  The total semester grade will be based on the following:

Class Projects (50%)


Class Participation/Critique Discussions/Taking of Slides /Exhibition of Art (10%)

Journals (20%)

A Written Final Exam per semester (20%)    

E-SchoolPlus:

Grades shown on E-SchoolPlus  are demonstrative of how the student is progressing in the class.  Assignments that are due, and the student has been working on in class but not turned in, will have a failing grade of 50% assigned.  This grade should rise once the work in question has been turned in. However, if the student does not turn in the work within two weeks from the due date the grade will become a zero in the grade book.   

Storage of Artwork:

Students will be assigned storage areas for their artwork.  Any works left out at the end of class or the end of the semester will be thrown out. Students are held accountable for all work assigned in and out of class. 

Make-up work:
You have up to two weeks to make up any projects that are missed from an EXCUSED absence.  Make up work must be made up outside of class time in the mornings.  We will be glad to meet with you for a help session.  Help sessions are on Mondays, and Wednesdays, from 8:00am to 8:25am, or after school by appointment only.  Ten points will be automatically deducted from any assignment turned in late.

Help sessions:
If you should fall behind or need extra help on a project you may come in on Monday and Wednesday from 8:00am to 8:25 am.  We will gladly help you then.  If you would like to stay after school, make an appointment with either Art Teacher.

Conference Info:
Mr. Riggins is available to speak to you on  Monday and Wednesday from 8:00am to 8:25 am.  You may also make an appointment to stay after school.

Equipment:  

You will need to get the following:

1. A pencil and paper every day.

2.   A book bound sketchbook, not spiral bound, to complete assignments.    You may purchase this type of sketchbook from the Art Department, for $10. Please make checks payable to CHS or Centennial High School.
Recovery:



Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Expectations:
Students are expected to follow these rules in the art studio.

1. Show up on time. Tardies will not be tolerated.  Students parents will be contacted on the second tardy.  By the fourth tardy the student will be referred to an administrator. 

2. Be prepared. Help maintain the studio and/or the kiln room and/ or the darkroom in a clean and professional manner.  
3. Students agrees to handle tools and equipment properly, any misuse or destruction of tools or equipment will be immediate grounds for a referral to the administration. 
4. Do assignments and turn them in on time. Late works equal low grades.  

5. Respect you own and other’s life space as well as others artworks.

6. Not to use the computers without permission.

7. Students agree not to use the computer, or any of its programs, for illicit or illegal activities.  All violators of this will be taken to tribunal and prosecuted under appropriate state and federal laws, pending an investigation by a school Administrator.

8. Students agree not to visit websites that contain material that is inappropriate for the high school classroom.  Violators will lose their privilege to use the computer for the duration of the current project and will have to create alternate Art History papers for their missed assignment.
Contact Information:  If at anytime during the semester that you or your parents need to contact me you may reach me by the following methods.

Phone:  770-650-4230 extension 183

If you need to email Mr. Riggins he may be reached at the following email:

riggins@fultonschools.org 
When emailing please identify yourself and your student in the email.
