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Communication Skills II
Centennial High School
Instructor: Mrs. Rigsbey- room I-24 B
Rigsbey@fultonschools.org
Course Description:  This course is designed for those English Language Learners who still need to develop stronger reading and wring skills who would not otherwise receive this specialized attention.  Success on academic measures such as statewide tests and college entrance tests require a high degree of skill in reading and writing. Reading, writing , listening and speaking with be implemented and emaphsized throughout the class to improve the student’s English.
Units:
Verb Tenses
Writing a Five Paragraph Essay
Writing a Persuasive Essay
Reading Drama
Expository Writing
Adjective Clauses
Understanding and Responding to Literature
Summarizing in Writing
Journals
Creating a Formal Letter
Using the Computer for Research
Oral Presentations
Writing Poetry
Interviewing and Writing News Stories
Reading Fiction and Non-fiction

Textbooks:
Thompson Heinle’s World Views ($34.50)
Longman’s Focus on Grammar Advanced Level Student Book and Workbook ($33.75)
Great Source’s Write Ahead: Inside the Writing Program
Perfection’s Pygmalion ($16.65)
Globe Fearon’s (Adapted Classics) A Doll’s House ($8.99)

Grading Criteria: 
· Homework/ Notebook 15%
· Homework is due after it is assigned unless Mrs. Rigsbey says anything different.  Reports, projects, papers, and all other assignments will have specific due dates; you will usually have at least one week to finish them.  If you need more time, you need to speak with Mrs. Rigsbey at least two days before it is due.  
· No late homework will be accepted unless you have an excused absence.
· Classwork/Quizzes 15%
· Please keep all class work in a three-ring binder; it will be randomly checked.
· Essays 25%
· Tests/ Projects 25%
· All tests will be announced a week in advance so that there is no excuse for failure. 
· Final Exam 20%

IF YOU ARE ABSENT DO NOT FORGET TO ASK MRS. RIGSBEY FOR THE WORK MISSED; BLANKS IN THE GRADEBOOK WILL TURN INTO ZEROS!!!
Grading Scale:   90-100= A,    80-89= B,    70-79=C,    below 70= Fail


Recovery Policy:
The students may be given an opportunity to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade IF all work required to date has been completed and the student has shown a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact Mrs. Jiram three days after receiving the six or twelve week’s grade. Remember that in order to receive an assignment to recover, the student must have NO ZEROS in the grade book. 

Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is defined as using someone else’s work and presenting it as your own.  It is considered cheating if you copy your peer’s class/homework, test, or quiz.  You will receive a zero if you do this. If you need to work with a peer on a specific assignment please see Mrs. Rigsbey first.   

Help Session/ Make-up Schedule/Conferences:
Every morning from 8:00a.m.-8:30 in I 23 B

Code of Conduct:
	Show respect to self, Mrs. Rigsbey, substitutes, peers, and anyone who walks into our classroom. Respect includes but is not limited to giving one’s undivided attention, being on time, staying on task, using proper language, and handling materials with delicacy.

Class Rules and Regulations:
· Help keep our classroom clean so please do not bring food or drinks (except water). 
· NO TARDIES, NO EXCUSES (1st tardy is a warning, 2nd and 3rd tardy is a detention, after this you will be given a referral).
· Your success is of great importance to Mrs. Rigsbey; therefore maximizing instructional time is her goal. You can help by not asking to go to the restroom during class time. Go before or after class, unless it is an emergency.










I have read and understood Mrs. Rigsbey’s class syllabus. If I have any questions or concerns I know when and where to contact her. Due by 9/3/10

	Student’s Name/Signature: _____________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature: ___________________ _______ _______________   
Parent/Guardian’s e-mail or number: ____________________________________
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