Tenth Grade Language Arts / Composition
2011-2012 Course Syllabus
Instructor – Ms. Scenna Room G-56

Contact Information:  Ms. Scenna may be reached by email at scennaA@fultonschools.org
Help Sessions: Help will be offered to students on Mondays and Wednesdays before school. 

Texts:
· Prentice Hall Literature: Grade Ten    (replacement cost $80.00)
· Novels:  (replacement cost $12.00)
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· 
· Catcher in the Rye  
· Lord of the Flies 
· Pygmalion
· A Separate Peace
· Of Mice and Men
· Glass Castle
· Other novels / texts chosen by instructor 


Supplementary Texts:  To initiate academic integrity and growth in student writing, the CHS English department supports and encourages use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) Handbook and Strunk and White’s Elements of Style.  Teachers of all grade and academic levels will refer to these texts in conjunction with writing instruction and recommend that students purchase both texts as course supplements.  While copies are available in the CHS Media Center, students that annotate and frequently refer to these texts during their English career will reap maximum benefits.  Both the MLA Handbook and Elements of Style may be attained at any book retailer.

Course Description: In 2004 the Georgia Department of Education adopted new Georgia Performance Standards for grades 9-12. Consistent with state curriculum, the Fulton County Schools English language arts curriculum implementation aligns with state standards. The content standards for this course are clustered by strands: Reading and Literature, Reading Across the Curriculum, Conventions, Writing, and Listening/Speaking/Viewing. 
Tenth Grade Literature and Composition will continue to build on the reading and language curriculum established in ninth grade. Throughout this year-long course, students will have opportunities to develop and expand their knowledge of literature and language and demonstrate their mastery level of new learning through performance tasks and assessments.
Reading and Literature -  Focusing on a study of literary themes, students develop an understanding that the theme of a work of literature is what relates literature to life, and that common themes recur across diverse works of literature. Students will read, interpret, and analyze informational material such as newspaper articles, editorials, and magazine and journal articles. They will also analyze themes and structure in fiction, including short stories, novels, and drama. The study of poetry provides a level of rigor that surpasses ninth grade. Through extensive reading, students will acquire new vocabulary specific to the study of literature and apply that knowledge in their writing. 
Reading Across the Curriculum - To encourage students to become life-long readers, the curriculum includes standards that address both academic and personal habits of reading. Students will read approximately one million words per year from a variety of subject disciplines including language arts. In the English language arts classroom, students will learn the vocabulary of literature, writing, and listening, speaking, and viewing.
Writing - Persuasive writing is the focus for tenth grade; however, students will continue to produce narratives, poems, informational essays, and technical documents. Students will practice timed writings and continue to use the stages of the writing process to develop compositions and writings that demonstrate an understanding of tone, point of view, style, organization, author’s purpose, and audience. Students will continue to use research and technology to support reading and writing.
Conventions - Students will increase their knowledge of the conventions of language in reading, writing, and speaking. They will demonstrate their control of the rules of English, focusing on the correct use of clauses, phrases, and the mechanics of punctuation. Sentence construction and usage will continue to be a focus for tenth graders. They will apply their knowledge of the conventions of format when producing technical writing, workplace writing, and research based papers.
Listening/Speaking/Viewing - Students will continue to develop their critical listening skills.  Through presentations and interactions with the teacher and other students, they will apply effective speaking techniques in small and large group settings. The viewing standards will enable students to develop media literacy skills through the careful examination of contemporary texts including television, radio, film productions, and electronic media. 





Required Materials:
In order for students to achieve the greatest success in this course, they must come to class prepared.  Students must bring the following materials to class EVERY DAY:
· A 3-ring binder with dividers labeled as follows:
· Syllabus
· Study Guides
· Vocabulary and Grammar
      And a section for blank notebook paper
· Paper, pen, and textbook daily
· Agenda 
· Post-its (will be given notice when needed)
· Composition book or other notebook that can be used as a journaling tool

Grading Policy and Scale:
Grades will be based on the total points received out of total possible, weighted by category.
Approximate Category Values:
· Class projects							15%
· Essays and Writing Assignments	     	            	20%
· Homework/Daily Grades					10%
· Quizzes							10%
· Participation/Socratic Seminars				10%
· Tests								20%
· Final Exam							15%

In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:
	A = 90 – 100%
	B = 80 – 89%
	C = 70 – 79%
	F =  0  – 69%

Late Work:
Because turning in late work is a bad habit that ultimately leads to low or failing grades and is to be avoided, the following policies will be observed:
· Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be accepted late.
· Late penalties of one letter grade per day will apply to writing assignments and other major projects whose point value is 50 points or greater. The research paper CANNOT be accepted late. 
· Papers and work done on personal or school owned computers is not excused from the late penalty because of technical or mechanical failures.  The work will be considered late and reduced by one letter grade.

Make-up Policy:
I will NOT ask you for your make-up work.  It is YOUR responsibility to remember to acquire any make-up work that you missed due to an excused absence, and it is your responsibility to turn in any missing assignments.
1.  In accordance with the Late Work policy, NO late homework is accepted for a grade.
2.  If you miss a major test or other major assignment, you have ONE WEEK from the day you return to school to make up that test / assignment.  If you fail to make up the assignment within that week, you will receive a zero for that assignment.
3. For each day absent from school, you will receive one day to make up any other missed work.


Help Sessions:
Help sessions are available by appointment before and after school. No help sessions are available either before or after school on Fridays. 

Classroom Rules and Expectations:
1. All school policies and rules printed in the Centennial High School agenda will be enforced in the classroom.
2. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.
3. Arrive to class on time (1st violation = warning, 2nd violation = detention, 3rd violation = contact parent and detention; 4th violation = office referral).  Students must be in their seats when bell rings.
4. All classroom materials must be brought daily unless otherwise informed (i.e., notebook, textbook / novel, writing utensil, paper, etc.)
5. No food or drinks (except water) are permitted inside of the classroom.
6. Passes to leave class will be written only for emergencies.  Your hall pass is in your agenda.  Bring it with you daily. No agenda=no pass. You will only get 3 bathroom passes per semester, so use them wisely! 
Failure to comply with any of the preceding rules may result in calls home / parental contact, private detention, or referral to the appropriate administrator.

Recovery Policy at Centennial High School:
Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

English Department Plagiarism Statement:

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:
·        using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation
·        using the work of another student (e.g. copying homework, composition, or project)
·        using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

* A note about what constitutes “excessive editing”:  Students learn to write well by doing just that, writing.  Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice.  When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to students’ writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

So – what is helping, but is NOT excessive editing?  The answer is: questioning and cueing.  For example: “Is this word strong enough? Interesting enough? Specific enough?”  “Can you think of another word that would fit better?”  “Does this sentence seem awkward?”  “I don’t understand what you are trying to say here; can you say it more clearly?” “This sentence has a powerful verb; can you find one as powerful for that other sentence?” These kinds of questions and statements allow the students to think and write independently.  Students should be allowed to find their own voices and to develop their own writing skills.  

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation.  Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code. Students should be aware that teachers will use turnitin.com to check each paper for evidence of plagiarism. 

Standards
This course will address both the standards for success on the Georgia High School Graduation Test (available on: www.chsenglish.org/GHSGT.html; and the Georgia Performance Standards and Elements for 10th Grade Literature and Composition (available on: www.georgiastandards.org).

Unit Outlines:
Please note that the order of these units, in addition to the selections covered, are subject to change.  At the discretion of the instructor, amendments and alterations may be made throughout the semester as time and class needs demand. All GPS Standards are either introduced or expanded/mastered in every unit.

Unit One— “Write” or Wrong—Using Nonfiction and Writing to Explore Argumentation
During this unit, instruction will allow students to refresh their writing skills through the use of non-fiction* pieces and argumentation topics. Persuasive writing will be the focus of our first unit and students will be expected to complete several informal brainstorming, outlining, and essay-constructing tasks to ensure that they are building the necessary skills for a successful writing year. Unit will culminate with a formal persuasive writing piece. 
*Non-fiction selections chosen by instructor as appropriate for lesson.

Unit Two—Frenemies—How Can Literature Become a Mirror Into Human Nature?
A Separate Peace- John Knowles
Lord of the Flies –William Golding
“On Turning Ten”- Billy Collins
Other selections to be determined by instructor.
Essential Questions: Does competition bring out the best in people? How do you deal with a friendship after something tragic happens to a friend? How can you separate your perception of an event from the truth of what actually happened? Are there different ways to perceive truth, or can you always see multiple sides of a situation? How many different ways can love be displayed? What does learning about ourselves teach us about others?

Unit Three—Don’t Be Judge-y—Stereotypes and Their Impact on Our Perceptions of Others 
Catcher in the Rye- J.D. Salinger
“Of Mice and Men”- John Steinbeck
Assorted non-fiction pieces
“I Am A Rock”- Simon and Garfunkel
“Harrison Bergeron”—Kurt Vonnegut
Other selections to be determined by instructor
Essential Questions: How do dominant groups use stereotypes to “write” history? How do stereotypes affect the self-worth of those labeled by them? What does learning about ourselves teach us about others?

Unit Four—Poetry Mania—How Can We Experience Commonalities with Others through Poetry?
Poetry Project
“I Carry Your Heart (I Carry It In My Heart)”- e.e. cummings
“A Dream Deferred”-Langston Hughes
Other selections to be determined by instructor
Essential Questions: What does learning about ourselves teach us about others? How can you utilize life experiences as a foundation for creative and expressive thinking? Is creativity an inherent quality or a learned trait? 

Unit Five—Can You See Through the Hype?--Media Literacy and The Research Process
Persuasive Research paper
“ABC’s of Media Literacy: What Can Preschoolers Learn”-Faith Rogow
“How to Use Technology to Make You More Aware and Alive”- Richard Byrne
“Society’s Storyteller: How TV Creates the Myths by which We Live”-George Gerbner
Other selections to be determined by instructor
Essential Questions: Do we have rights and responsibilities as digital citizens? Does being media literate make you more savvy than someone who is not media literate? 

Unit Six- Are You Sure About That?—How Literature Can Powerfully Reflect the Uncertainty of Life
Hamlet—William Shakespeare
“Renaissance Man” (1994)—film
“The Senioritis of A Modern Hamlet”- Christopher G. Inoue
Other selections to be determined by instructor
Essential Questions: Is the cost of revenge worth too much? Are our understandings limited by our perceptions? Can uncertainties and misinformation always lead us to rash decisions or does rational thinking kick in at some point? 


Grammar
Various grammar topics will be covered throughout the course of the year and taught within the context of literature and writing.  Furthermore, as a part of each unit above, students will use reading logs and journal entries to connect with and evaluate selections read.  In preparation for the PSAT (which they will taking in October) and the SAT, students will regularly define college-level vocabulary words and use them within writing, as well as review PSAT/SAT question types and test-taking strategies. 


