Centennial High School 

Social Studies Department Syllabus 

Course: U.S. History 
Instructors: Hager Sharkasi / Sharkasih@fultonschools.org  room # H-61


Textbook: :  The Americans. McDougal Littell. Cost - $65.00
Course Overview:

This year long course will cover the History of the United States from first European settlements in the new world through the present day Bush administration. This course will follow the GPS standards for US History as outlined by the new Georgia state standards. There will normally be one major test for each unit listed below.

Units of Study:

Unit One: Colonial Era (3 weeks)
· The movement of people, ideas, and goods has a profound influence on a society.

· Colonies frequently develop a different social and political system different from their mother country.

· Nations build upon compromise and conflict.

· Democracies build upon the ideas of individualism and reform.

Unit Two: Revolution to Constitution ( 3 weeks)
· Ideas and interests that are in direct conflict with existing governments may cause revolutions.

· The philosophical principles of American democracy were laid with the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

· Fighting a war comes at a great cost.

· Individuals play a role in creating a nation.

· Nations build upon both compromise and conflict.

Unit Three: Creating A Nation ( 3 weeks)
· Territorial and economic growth cause change in politics and society.

Unit Four: A Divided Nation  (3 weeks) 
· The failure to follow the principles of compromise and consensus often leads to conflict and division.

· Fighting a war involves planning and sacrifice.

· Individuals play a role in creating a nation.

· The federal government plays a role in mandating political and social change.
Unit Five:  Expansion and Reform (4 weeks)
· Territorial and economic growth causes change in politics and society.

· Changes in the economy often bring about social and political changes.

· Individuals play a role in creating a nation.

Unit 6: Becoming A World Power (2 weeks) 
· A nation’s foreign policy changes to ensure that the nation’s interests are protected and advanced.

· Conflicts have wide-ranging and long-term effects.

Unit 7: National Crisis (4 weeks) 
· Economic depressions have many causes and multiple effects.

· Government plays a role in mandating political and social change.

· Fighting a war comes at great cost.
· Conflicts have wide-ranging and long-term effects.

Unit 8: America As A World Power (4 weeks) 
· Conflicts impact domestic and international politics.
· A nation’s foreign policy changes to ensure that the nation’s interests are protected and advanced.

Unit 9: Post WWII Domestic Changes (4 weeks) 
· Wars affect the economic prosperity of a country.

· For a democracy to be strong and sustaining, all of its citizens should have equal political, social, and economic rights.

Unit 10: Changing Political Ideologies: Carter-George W. Bush  (3 weeks) 
· National politics are often defined in terms of ideology.
· A nation’s foreign policy changes to ensure that the nation’s interests are protected and advanced.
Classroom Expectations: 

1. BE ON TIME 

2. Follow directions the first time they are given.
3. NEVER engage in conversations while I or your peers are speaking. 
4. Bring writing supplies and textbook everyday to class 
5. Follow all rules that are outlined in the handbook/agenda. 
Evaluation: 
Tests/Projects 


45%



Quizzes



20%


Map Quizzes 


5%


Class work/Homework 
 
15%



Final/EOCT


15%

Grading:  A= 90+     B= 80-89      C= 70-79      F= 69 or less 
Recovery: Opportunities designed to allow students to recover form a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities. Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester. 

Make-Up Work: Make-up work will be given on a one-to-one ratio i.e. if you miss two days, you will have two days to make-up work. If the work is not completed by the end to the given time a zero (0) will be assigned for any missing work or tests! 

** It is the student’s responsibility to get missed work! **
**. Long-term assignments are due on the date assigned. If the student is absent, assignments are due on the date that the student returns to school.**
**10 points will be deducted from assignments each day they are late,  20 points for projects**
Extra Help: By appointment ( 

CHS Social Studies Department Plagiarism Statement: 

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one’s own. 

Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to 1. using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentations; 2. using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3. using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author. 

Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation. Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable. 

Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code. 

***Questionable passages will be evaluated using online and software designed to find plagiarism.***   

Conferences:
Parent and/or student conferences regarding academic progress or behavior are welcomed.  Please e-mail me at sharkasih@fulton.k12.ga.us 

Syllabus Verification 

This form should be signed by the student and the parent/guardian and returned ASAP. 
I have read and understand the course syllabus and behavior expectations of this course. 

______________________________   

______________________________


Student Name 




Parent/Guardian Name

_____________________________


______________________________


Student Signature 




Parent/Guardian Signature 

____________________________



Date 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Contact Information 

Name:__________________________
Advisor:__________________________

Home Phone: ___________________ Grade_______
Age_______
Period _____

Parent/Guardian Name​​​​:__________________________  Best Contact #:________________

E-mail:__________________________________________

Parent/Guardian(2)Name​​​​:_________________________  Best Contact #:________________

E-mail:__________________________________________

