12th Grade: Multicultural Literature 2011-2012
Instructors: Ms. Martha Smith (smithmj@fultonschools.org) Room G-59 & 
Ms. Linda Jones Room H-79A
website:  www.mrsmsmith.weebly.com
 Office hours are by appointment.
Parents of 12th grade Literature students,

Welcome to Centennial High School.  We are looking forward to a productive year with your student.  The 12th grade year is a time of growth and change for most students, and parental involvement is essential.  Please take the time to carefully read and sign the syllabus with your child.  The complete syllabus can be accessed at www.chshub.com. We are also requesting that parents provide an e-mail address where you can be reached.  This is optional and is simply a means to provide another avenue of communication. Due to our inability to leave class during the day, it is sometimes easier to reach a teacher through e-mail. Our e-mail addresses are Smithmj@fultonschools.org and JonesL1@fultonschools.org.  Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions about this syllabus or the class in general.
Thank you,

Martha Smith & Linda Jones
COURSE DESCRIPTION: Focusing on a study of Multicultural Literature, the student develops an understanding of historical context and the relevance of cultural philosophies that impact the diverse literary voices of America. The student develops an understanding of the cultures of origin of diverse writers and how it affects the meaning of the literature produced. The student develops an understanding of literature as both a product of cultures and as culture-bearers and recognizes the commonalities and differences among works of multicultural American literature. 
Books: Perfection Learning A Multicultural Reader Collection Two textbook - $80.00

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri (novel) - $12

A Lesson Before Dying (novel) by Ernest Gaines - $12
Supplementary Texts:  To initiate academic integrity and growth in student writing, the CHS English department supports and encourages use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) Handbook and Strunk and White’s Elements of Style.  Teachers of all grade and academic levels will refer to these texts in conjunction with writing instruction and recommend that students purchase both texts as course supplements.  While copies are available in the CHS Media Center, students that annotate and frequently refer to these texts during their high school English career will reap maximum benefits.  Both the MLA Handbook ($17.50) and Elements of Style ($7.95) may be attained at any book retailer.

Required Materials:  

· Student agenda (for bathroom pass, etc.)
· Blue/black pen

· Textbook/novel daily
· 1 regular notebook of your choice for notes, etc.
Classroom Rules

1. All school policies and rules printed in the Centennial High School Agenda will be enforced in the classroom.

2. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.

3. Arrive to class on time.  Centennial’s tardy policy will be enforced.  You need to be seated in your desk by bell ring or considered tardy.

4. All materials must be brought daily – textbook, paper, agenda, and blue/black ink pen.

5. No food or drink (except bottled water) allowed in class.

6. Passes to leave class will be written only for emergencies and not during the first or last ten minutes of class.  Your hall pass is in your agenda.  Bring it with you daily.

Students who fail to comply with the preceding guidelines may expect to receive a detention and/or an administrative disciplinary referral.
GRADING

Students will be graded on a total points system. The following formula will be used to evaluate student progress.  Students will be given formative assessments throughout the semester; not all assessments will be graded.
(
Final Exam





15%

The remaining 80% of the grade will come from a variety of assignments.  Listed is an approximate value of the types of assignments.

(
Tests






30%

(
Compositions/Speeches/Projects



25%

(
Homework/Classwork/Participation

            
10%

(
Quizzes






20%

In accordance with Fulton County Board of Education policy, grades are assigned as follows:



A = 90-100%



B = 80-89%



C = 70-79%



F = 0-69%
ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK

1. All work must be made up in a timely manner with an excused absence note.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment(s). 

2. Any unexcused makeup work will be penalized by one letter grade.

3. It is the student’s responsibility to meet with the instructor to identify the assignment,
       complete the assignment(s), and turn them in.  Credit will be given for make-up 

       work according to published school policy.

4. Students must also arrange a time to make up any excused missed tests and quizzes within 3 days after returning to school except in cases of extended absence.  Make-ups must be scheduled with the instructor in advance.  Make-up tests and/or quizzes will only be given when appointments are initiated and made by the student.  Furthermore, it is not the instructor’s responsibility to remind individuals what they need to make up.  Students may meet with the instructor before school or stay after school to make up missed tests and/or quizzes as long as they have made an appointment.  ALL MAKE-UP WORK MUST BE COMPLETED TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE END OF THE SEMESTER. Extra credit cannot be substituted for missed assignments.

LATE WORK
(
Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be


accepted late under any circumstances.

(
Late penalties of 10 points per day will apply to papers and other major assignments designated by me (excluding the  Research Paper – all due dates are firm on this)
Recovery Policy at Centennial High School

Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.

Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Content of Multicultural Literature Course: (changes may be made to the content at the instructor’s discretion)
Unit 1: Defining Moments
Essential Question - What makes a defining moment? 

Selections: “Here’s Herbie”; “from Black Boy”; “Blink Your Eyes”; “Suburban Indian Pride”; “The Baddest Dog in Harlem”; “Innocent Traveler”; “Beets”; “The Lemon Tree Billiards House”
Literary Terms studied – Symbolism, Theme, Epiphany, Simile, Characterization

Composition: Personal Narrative Essay
Unit 2: Families:  Comfort & Conflict
Essential Question – How do you define “family”?
Selections:  “Aunt”; “Two Kinds”; “Pinon Nuts”; “This is What it Means to Say Phoenix, Arizona”; “Papi”; “Home Training”; “from Aliens in America”; “About Russell”; “Family”
Literary terms studied – Slang, Author’s style, Point of View, Dialogue, Tone, Characterization, Dialect 
Composition:  Family Collage/Multi Genre Project 
Unit 3 – Identity
Essential Question – How does culture affect our identity?
Novel:  The Namesake by Jumpha Lahiri

Literary Terms studied – Point of View, Theme, Characterization, Conflict, Plot

Composition – Timed Literary Analysis
Unit 4 – Historical Investigation/Film Research Project

Students will select an appropriate and approved feature film whose primary plot is drawn from an actual event in world history.
Film:  Hotel Rwanda
Composition: Research paper; annotated bibliography
Unit 5 – Prejudice
Essential Question - How can people overcome racism?

Novel:  A Lesson Before Dying by Gaines

Literary Terms studied:  Theme, Conflict, Characterization, Symbol
Composition/Project – Racial Inequity Project
Grammar throughout the semester:

Grammar skills will be taught in conjunction with the readings and essays throughout the semester.
Course Films:
 

In addition, as a part of the course, some films will be incorporated into the semester as alternate texts.  The films will be chosen from the chart below.  These films will be used in conjunction with the written texts and concepts that we are studying.  A few of the films may have an “R” rating, but have been deemed appropriate for their context in our study.  By signing the syllabus form, you give consent for your student to view these films in conjunction with our studies.  Please email the instructor if you have any specific questions concerning the incorporation of these films into our Twelfth Grade World studies.
	Curriculum Approved Film Title
	Excerpt or Full
	Accompanying Text or Concept

	The Namesake (2006) – Rated PG-13
	Full
	The Namesake by Lahiri; comparison of film versus text

	A Lesson Before Dying (199) – Rated PG-13
	Full
	A Lesson Before Dying by Gaines; comparison of film versus text


GPS Standards Covered by Unit
Unit One : Defining Moments
GPS Standards addressed in Unit:  

1. ELAMLRL1  - The student demonstrates comprehension by identifying evidence (i.e., examples of diction, imagery, point of view, figurative language, symbolism, plot events, main ideas, and cultural characteristics) in a variety of texts representative of different genres (i.e., poetry, prose [short story, novel, essay, editorial, biography], and drama) and using this evidence as the basis for interpretation.

a. Locates and analyzes such elements as language and style, character development, point of view, irony, and structures (i.e., chronological, in medias res, flashback, epistolary narrative, frame narrative) in works of world fiction from different time periods. 

b. Identifies and analyzes patterns of imagery or symbolism. 

c. Relates identified elements in fiction to theme or underlying meaning. 

d. Analyzes the influence of mythic, traditional, or classical literature on works of world literature. 

e. Analyzes and compares style and language across significant cross-cultural literary works. 

2. ELAMLRL2 The student identifies, analyzes, and applies knowledge of theme in a work of world literature and provides evidence from the text to support understanding. The student 
a. Applies knowledge of the concept that the theme or meaning of a selection represents a universal view or comment on life or society and provides support from the text for the identified theme. 

b. Evaluates the way an author’s choice of words advances the theme or purpose of the work. 

c. Applies knowledge of the concept that a text can contain more than one theme. 

d. Analyzes and compares universal themes characteristic of literature from different cultures across time and genre (i.e., archetypes, cultural values, cultural tradition, and philosophical roots). 

3. ELAMLRL4 The student employs a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in selected literary works. The student composes essays, narratives, poems, or technical documents. The student 

a. Demonstrates awareness of an author’s use of stylistic devices for specific effects. 

b. Draws comparisons between specific incidents in a text and broader themes that illustrate the writer’s important beliefs or generalizations about life or culturally specific beliefs or generalizations about life. 

c. Includes a formal works cited or bibliography when applicable. 

4. ELA12W1 The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure. The student 
a. Establishes a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis or perspective and maintains a consistent tone and focus throughout. 

b. Selects a focus, structure, and point of view relevant to the purpose, genre expectations, audience, length, and format requirements. 

c. Constructs arguable topic sentences, when applicable, to guide unified paragraphs. 

d. Uses precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and active rather than passive voice. 

e. Writes texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story. 

f. Uses traditional structures for conveying information (i.e., chronological order, cause and effect, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question). 

g. Supports statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples.  

5. ELA12W4 The student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student 
a. Plans and drafts independently and resourcefully. 

b. Revises writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective. 

c. Revises writing for specific audiences, purposes, and formality of the contexts. 

d. Revises text to highlight the individual voice and to improve sentence variety and style. 

e. Revises writing to enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with purpose, audience, and genre. 

f. Edits writing to improve word choice, grammar, punctuation, etc. 

6. ELA12C1 The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. The student 
a. Demonstrates an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, diction, and syntax. 

b. Correctly uses clauses (i.e., main and subordinate), phrases (i.e., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (i.e., end marks, commas, semicolons, quotation marks, colons, ellipses, hyphens). 

c. Demonstrates an understanding of sentence construction (i.e., subordination, proper placement of modifiers, parallel structure) and proper English usage (i.e., consistency of verb tense, agreement). 

7. ELA12C2 The student demonstrates understanding of manuscript form, realizing that different forms of writing require different formats. The student 
a. Produces writing that conforms to appropriate manuscript requirements. 

b. Produces legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization. Produces writing that conforms to appropriate manuscript requirements. 

c. Reflects appropriate format requirements, including pagination, spacing, and margins, and integration of source material with appropriate citations (i.e., in-text citations, use of direct quotations, paraphrase, and summary, and weaving of source and support materials with writer’s own words, etc.). 

d. Includes formal works cited or bibliography when applicable. 

8. ELA12LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions. The student 
a. Initiates new topics in addition to responding to adult-initiated topics. 

b. Asks relevant questions. 

c. Responds to questions with appropriate information. 

d. Actively solicits another person’s comments or opinion. 

e. Offers own opinion forcefully without domineering. 

f. Volunteers contributions and responds when directly solicited by teacher or discussion leader. 

g. Gives reasons in support of opinions expressed. 

h. Clarifies, illustrates, or expands on a response when asked to do so; asks classmates for similar expansions. 

i. Employs group decision-making techniques such as brainstorming or a problem-solving sequence (i.e., recognizes problem, defines problem, identifies possible solutions, selects optimal solution, implements solution, evaluates solution). 

j. Divides labor so as to achieve the overall group goal efficiently.

Unit Three:  The Namesake & A Lesson Before Dying
GPS Standards addressed in Unit:  

1. ELAMLRL2 The student identifies, analyzes, and applies knowledge of theme in a work of world literature and provides evidence from the text to support understanding. The student ELAWLRL4 (narrative essay, literary analysis), 

a. Applies knowledge of the concept that the theme or meaning of a selection represents a universal view or comment on life or society and provides support from the text for the identified theme. 

b. Evaluates the way an author’s choice of words advances the theme or purpose of the work. 

c. Applies knowledge of the concept that a text can contain more than one theme. 

d. Analyzes and compares universal themes characteristic of literature from different cultures across time and genre (i.e., archetypes, cultural values, cultural tradition, and philosophical roots). 

2. ELAMLRL3 The student deepens understanding of literary works from around the world by relating them to their contemporary context or historical background, as well as to works from other time periods. The student 
a. Relates a literary work to primary source documents of its literary period or historical setting. 

b. Relates a literary work to the seminal ideas of the time and place in which it is set or the time and place of its composition. 

i. Greek 

ii. Roman 

iii. Classical Multicultural 

iv. Western European 

v. Contemporary Multicultural 

c. Compares and contrasts specific characteristics of different genres as these genres develop and change over time and across cultures (i.e., classical multicultural with contemporary multicultural, Western with Eastern European). 

d. Analyzes a variety of cross-cultural works representing different genres within the same specific time period in order to identify types of discourse (i.e., satire, parody, allegory, pastoral) that cross the lines of genre classifications. 

3. ELAMLRL4 The student employs a variety of writing genres to demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of significant ideas in selected literary works. The student composes essays, narratives, poems, or technical documents. The student
a. Demonstrates awareness of an author’s use of stylistic devices for specific effects. 

b. Draws comparisons between specific incidents in a text and broader themes that illustrate the writer’s important beliefs or generalizations about life or culturally specific beliefs or generalizations about life. 

c. Includes a formal works cited or bibliography when applicable. 

4. ELAMLRL5 The student understands and acquires new vocabulary and uses it correctly in reading and writing. The student 
a. Identifies and correctly uses idioms, cognates, words with literal and figurative meanings, and patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or functions. 

b. Uses knowledge of world mythologies to understand the meanings of new words. 

c. Identifies and understands foreign terms that appear in works originally written in a language other than English. 

d. Uses general dictionaries, specialized dictionaries, thesauruses, or related references as needed to increase learning. 

5. ELA12W1 The student produces writing that establishes an appropriate organizational structure, sets a context and engages the reader, maintains a coherent focus throughout, and signals a satisfying closure. The student 
a. Establishes a clear, distinctive, and coherent thesis or perspective and maintains a consistent tone and focus throughout. 

b. Selects a focus, structure, and point of view relevant to the purpose, genre expectations, audience, length, and format requirements. 

c. Constructs arguable topic sentences, when applicable, to guide unified paragraphs. 

d. Uses precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and active rather than passive voice. 

e. Writes texts of a length appropriate to address the topic or tell the story. 

f. Uses traditional structures for conveying information (i.e., chronological order, cause and effect, similarity and difference, and posing and answering a question). 

g. Supports statements and claims with anecdotes, descriptions, facts and statistics, and specific examples.  

6. ELA12W2 The student demonstrates competence in a variety of genres. 
The student produces narrative writing that applies polished narrative strategies acquired in previous grades, in other genres of writing such as reflective compositions, historical investigative reports, and literary analyses, by raising the level of critical thinking skills and rhetorical techniques. 
The student produces expository (informational) writing to explain an idea or concept and/or convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently; the student: 
a. Engages the interest of the reader. 

b. Formulates a coherent thesis or controlling idea. 

c. Coherently develops the controlling idea and/or supports the thesis by incorporating evidence from both primary and secondary sources, as applicable. 

d. Conveys information and ideas from primary and secondary sources, when applicable, accurately and coherently. 

e. Includes a variety of information on relevant perspectives, as applicable. 

f. Anticipates and addresses readers’ potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations. 

g. Maintains coherence by relating all topic sentences to the thesis or controlling idea, as applicable. 

h. Structures ideas and arguments effectively in a sustained way and follows an organizational pattern appropriate to the purpose and intended audience of the essay. 

i. Demonstrates an understanding of the elements of expository discourse (i.e., purpose, speaker, audience, form). 

j. Incorporates elements of discourse from other writing genres into exposition. 

k. Enhances meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the use of parallelism, repetition, analogy, and humor. 

l. Varies language, point of view, characterization, style, and related elements effectively for different rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 

m. Attains closure (i.e., by including a detailed summary of the main points, restating the thesis, generalizing the thesis or controlling idea for additional purposes, or employing a significant quotation that brings the argument in the composition together). 

7. ELA12W4 The student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student 
a. Plans and drafts independently and resourcefully. 

b. Revises writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective. 

c. Revises writing for specific audiences, purposes, and formality of the contexts. 

d. Revises text to highlight the individual voice and to improve sentence variety and style. 

e. Revises writing to enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with purpose, audience, and genre. 

f. Edits writing to improve word choice, grammar, punctuation, etc. 

8. ELA12C1 The student demonstrates understanding and control of the rules of the English language, realizing that usage involves the appropriate application of conventions and grammar in both written and spoken formats. The student 
a. Demonstrates an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, sentence and paragraph structure, diction, and syntax. 

b. Correctly uses clauses (i.e., main and subordinate), phrases (i.e., gerund, infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (i.e., end marks, commas, semicolons, quotation marks, colons, ellipses, hyphens). 

c. Demonstrates an understanding of sentence construction (i.e., subordination, proper placement of modifiers, parallel structure) and proper English usage (i.e., consistency of verb tense, agreement). 

9. ELAWLRC3 The student acquires new vocabulary in each content area and uses it correctly. The student 
a. Demonstrates an understanding of contextual vocabulary in various subjects. 

b. Uses content vocabulary in writing and speaking. 

c. Explores understanding of new words found in subject area texts.

10. ELA12C2 The student demonstrates understanding of manuscript form, realizing that different forms of writing require different formats. The student 
a. Produces writing that conforms to appropriate manuscript requirements. 

b. Produces legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization. Produces writing that conforms to appropriate manuscript requirements. 

c. Reflects appropriate format requirements, including pagination, spacing, and margins, and integration of source material with appropriate citations (i.e., in-text citations, use of direct quotations, paraphrase, and summary, and weaving of source and support materials with writer’s own words, etc.). 

d. Includes formal works cited or bibliography when applicable. 

11. ELA12LSV1 The student participates in student-to-teacher, student-to-student, and group verbal interactions. The student 
a. Initiates new topics in addition to responding to adult-initiated topics. 

b. Asks relevant questions. 

c. Responds to questions with appropriate information. 

d. Actively solicits another person’s comments or opinion. 

e. Offers own opinion forcefully without domineering. 

f. Volunteers contributions and responds when directly solicited by teacher or discussion leader. 

g. Gives reasons in support of opinions expressed. 

h. Clarifies, illustrates, or expands on a response when asked to do so; asks classmates for similar expansions. 

i. Employs group decision-making techniques such as brainstorming or a problem-solving sequence (i.e., recognizes problem, defines problem, identifies possible solutions, selects optimal solution, implements solution, evaluates solution). 

j. Divides labor so as to achieve the overall group goal efficiently.
Unit 4: Research Project
GPS Standards addressed in Unit:

1. ELA12W3 The student uses research and technology to support writing. The student 
a. Formulates clear research questions and utilizes appropriate research venues (i.e., library, electronic media, personal interview, survey) to locate and incorporate evidence from primary and secondary sources.

b. Uses supporting evidence from multiple sources to develop the main ideas within the body of a researched essay, a composition, or a technical document. 

c. Synthesizes information from multiple sources and identifies complexities, discrepancies, and different perspectives found in a variety of media (i.e., almanacs, microfiche, news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents). 

d. Integrates quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas. 

e. Uses appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by adhering to those in style manuals such as the Modern Language Association Handbook, The Chicago Manual of Style, Turabian, American Psychological Association, etc. 

f. Uses systematic strategies to organize and record information (i.e., anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies). 

g. Integrates databases, graphics, and spreadsheets into word-processed documents. 

h. Designs and publishes documents, using such aids as advanced publishing software and graphic programs.

2. ELA12W4 The student practices both timed and process writing and, when applicable, uses the writing process to develop, revise, and evaluate writing. The student 
a. Plans and drafts independently and resourcefully. 

b. Revises writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling perspective. 

c. Revises writing for specific audiences, purposes, and formality of the contexts. 

d. Revises text to highlight the individual voice and to improve sentence variety and style. 

e. Revises writing to enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in ways that are consistent with purpose, audience, and genre. 

f. Edits writing to improve word choice, grammar, punctuation, etc. 

3. ELA12LSV2 The student formulates reasoned judgments about written and oral communication in various media genres. The student delivers focused, coherent, and polished presentations that convey a clear and distinct perspective, demonstrate solid reasoning, and combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. 
When responding to visual and oral texts and media (i.e., television, radio, film productions, and electronic media), the student: 
a. Identifies and evaluates strategies used by the media to inform, persuade, entertain, and transmit culture (i.e., advertisements, perpetuation of stereotypes, use of visual representations, special effects, language). 

b. Analyzes the impact of the media on the democratic process (i.e., exerting influence on elections, creating images of leaders, shaping attitudes) at the local, state, and national levels. 

c. Identifies and evaluates the effect of media on the production and consumption of personal and societal values. 

d. Interprets and evaluates the various ways in which local, national, and international events are presented and the ways information is communicated by visual image 

