Centennial High School: American Government Syllabus
Course: American Government
Instructor: Mr. Stone: stonea@fultonschools.org room H-80A
Textbook: United States Government, Democracy in Action; Glencoe–McGraw-Hill Cost: $64.00
Course description:  Political Science offers an overview of political and economic systems. The course begins with comparisons of these systems and then focuses on their nature and structure in the United States. The course will address the roots of American political ideas, the beginnings of government in the US, and discuss the development and evolution of these ideals into the modern era.
Units Covered: (subject to change)
Unit 1	
Foundations of American Government/Comparative Government	(approximately 3 weeks)
Unit 2
The United States Constitution	(approximately 2 weeks)
Unit 3	
The Legislative Branch	(approximately 2 weeks)
Unit 4
The Executive Branch	(approximately 2 weeks)
Unit 5	
The Judicial Branch	(approximately 2 weeks)
Unit 6	
Civic Responsibility	(approximately 2 weeks)
Unit 7	
State and Local Government	(approximately 2 weeks)
Unit 8	
Criminal Justice	(approximately 2 weeks)

Evaluation: Grades in this class will be assigned on a points system, which means that one point on a daily assignment is worth the same as one point on a test.  Fifteen percent of your points will be determined by the final.
Grading: A=90%+ 	B=80%-89%	C=70%-79%	F=69% or less
Recovery: Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance.  Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.  
Make-up Work: Make=up work will be given on a one-to-one ratio.  For example, if you miss two days, you will have two days to make up missed work.  If the work is not completed by the end of the given time period, a zero (0) will be assigned for any missing work.  
1. It is your responsibility to contact me about missed assignments.  
1. Long-term assignments are due on the date assigned.  IF the student is absent on the date due, assignments are due on the date that the student returns to school.  
1. “In the case of unexcused absences, a student will receive a 10% grade reduction on any graded work” (student handbook, p. 12).
Extra Help: See me to make an appointment.
CHS Social Studies Department Plagiarism Statement:
Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of the as thought they are entirely one’s own.
Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to: 1: using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentations; 2: using the work of another student (e.g. copying another student’s homework, composition, or project); 3: using excessive editing suggestions of another student, parent, or paid author.
Plagiarism on any project or paper at Centennial High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an honor code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  
Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.
***Questionable passages will be evaluated using online and software designed to find plagiarism.***
Conferences: Parent and/or student conferences regarding academic progress or behavior are welcomed.  Please e-mail me at stonea@fultonschools.org.


Syllabus Verification
This form should be signed by the student and the parent/guardian and returned by __________.
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______________________________
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Parent/Guardian Name:___________________________Best contact #:__________________
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